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HE laſ Year 1 publiſh's a Fifth of November Sermon, nder 


this Name, The Aſs or the Serpent, or a Comparifon between 
. the Tribes cf IssAcnHAR and DAN, in their regard for Civil Li- 
berty. Tho this Title is founded on the very Words of my Text, yet I 
believe the odneſs of it has made ſome 9 The EXAMINER. 
_ kbbo is hir'd to abuſe thoſe that are ſingled out for him, and the Port. 
Bor, who is commanded fo do it, have each of em, in their different 
Ways, treated me as they have done the beſt Men in the Nation; and 
think it ſo far from a Diſhonour to have my Name throws into thoſe Pa- 
pers, which are but the Common-Shore of Scandal, that it gives me g 
Satisfaftion to be number d with Perſons, whoſe Works praiſe em in the 
Gates. Andit's a Pleaſurethat I have not done any ching vile enough againſt 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of my Country, to be commended 
by thoſe two Authors. Let em qwrite and rail on, they are juſt in thak 
very Way with me that I wiſh for. | Shs IG TT TEES 
AxoT HIER Gentleman, who has a mind to be as obſcure as his Works 
are, has writ a Pamphlet, <which-he calls (as be truly may) Some ſhore 
Reflections upon Mr. BxanBuky's late Libel, &c. The Sum of this 
Book, is to make a Rumbling with Rabbies, Fathers, and Modern Fu- 


ries, then to repreſent me as dangerous to the Government, that it's time 


eur Toleration was taken away; and to ſupport theſe ill-natur'd Whims, 
be has given ſuch Poſſages as Quotations out of ” Sermon, which every 

Reader knows were never in it, This could only be pole te ong who 
has taken care not to be known, that he may be in no danger of bluſhing. 
Me are now peſter'd in all our Aſſemblies, both Religious and Civil, with a 


fort of Officers call'd Lyons; to thoſe Political Brutes ] would recommend my 
Friend, and thoſe of his Reach, as a good ſett of Jackalls. If it's the Perſon 


I take it for, be has writ a great many little Books, and to fo little Pur- 
oſe, that as he never was anſwer d, ſo I dare engage be never will be; 
for *twwill be always impoſſible to Confute a way of arguing, which it is 
Scandalous to Imitate, 3 3 1 
Bnsibks theſe, I have a <vhole Preface flung at me by a Clergyman 
of Yearly Fame, Mr. Luxk Mil BORN E, who at certain Times does 
duly tell us, that he is Presbvter of the Church ef England. Fron 
him, I muſt confeſs, I expected to have at leaſt good Words, A 
Man that has writ a T1 e bene of the Palms and Thomas a Kempis, 
and cvas ſo conſcious to his Suffictency in Poetry, as to give us Notes up. 
ou DRTDEx's Virgil! From ſuch an one, who would not promiſe himſelf 
an eaſier Temper and much politer Language than à poor muddy Curate 
can come upto? But - alas] how dangerous is it for a fine Pen to 


write Thirtieth of January Sermons, o any thing in Defence of an Aſs, 


3 Tory? You ſpall ſee how ſoft and clean bis Stile is: He tells us, 
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; | That * he read the Afs in every Page ; that the Preacher of th Diſs 
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“ courſe is H. PETERS Junior, alias Tomas BraDEury, a Predicant 

« of D. W. Miſſion, (that Phraſe wants a Note more than Dxypen 

did) © and bleſs'd almoſt with a double Portion of his ordinaery fiery 
Spirit, and ungratcful Inſolence.“ After this, he gives me a Name 
that may run very eaſy off his Tongue, but I dare hardly venture it up- 
on mine, Atheological Boutefeu. He has pronounc'd this Sentence upon 
that ſmall Work, That it is the moſt conſummate piece of Ignorance 
* and Impudence that ever was vented ſince the Days of his Fe 
Hven of Infamous Memory :” And he is ſo pleas'd with making himſelf 
my Godfather by this Title, That young HucH and ſecond PETIRS come 
over and over again. I can away with his calling me a Preſumptu- 
* ous Son of Ignorance, and Outrageous Incendiary,” when he has 
thrown off the Command of Modeſty, Suffice and Reaſon ſo far, as to 


8 


comprebend the cuhole Body of Diſſenters in this Character, They are a 


Iribe of ſtrong Aſſes, crouching down between two Burthens, A- 
© theiſm and Phanaticiſm. 1 . BRI A 
I Mos confeſs, I have no Inclination to venture my ſelf into a Quar- 
rel with one who is troubled with a Chronical Fury, and eſpecially ſo near 
the return of his Fit; but the Deference I owe to that good Cauſe, which 
to me appears both true and glorious, has ſo much command over me, that 
Iwill give my free Thoughts upon every thing that bears the face of an Ar- 
gument againſt it in his Preface and Sermon, I find he lays a great deal of 
Weight upon an good that's ſaid of an Aſs, or of Iſſac har in Scripture, 


or any thing ill that we read of inthe Serpent, or the Tribe of Dan. Nay, 


be pretends to hook me upon © yaluing thoſe, who like the Adder ſtops 


© their Ears to the Voice of the Charmer, tho' he charm never ſo wiſe- 


*ly.” But, if this muſt go for Reaſoning, I dont ſee how any one Com- 
pariſon in the Bible can give us the leaſt Idea of Right or Wrong. There 
are few Alluſions that may not be turn'd ſeveral wy : and the ſame 
Metaphor does equally ſerve a Commendation, and a Reproach. Will any 

one ſay that when a wicked Ruler over a poor People is called à roarin 

Lion, that it's with a Reputation to him, (Prov. xxv. 15.) becauſe God 
himſelf has expreſs d his own Providence by that Similitude,(Wa.xxxi.4.)? 
Or can there be a Perſon ſo weak and wicked as to think better of a Thief 
in the Night, from our Lord's reſembling his own coming by it? *Tis 
no fault in the Serpent (if ſhe has that Faculty) to ſtop her Far againſt 
the Charmers ; if Nature has given her that Defence agoinſt an Enemy, 
it is to be us d; and yet this Thing that is innocent enouph in that Crea- 


ture, may be a proper Alluſion to the vi eneſs of thoſo great ones that will 


not ſpeak Rightcouſnefs, nor judge uprightly, but weigh the violence 
of their Hands in the Earth, P/al. lviii. 1, 2, 4, 5. . 


IE inſinuates, that this could not be underſtood in a Contempt of Iſſa- 
char ; Firſt, becauſe it's calbd Jacos's Bleſſing his Sons; and Se- 
ce condly, Moss ſpeaks well of that Tribe.” But how little ſway theſe 
Things ought to have, will ſoon appear; "tis ſaid that he bleſſed eve- 
ry one of *em according to his Bleſſing ; but tis impeſſible to underſtand 
all that he ſays of em in that Senſe. Was it Bleſſing ReunrN, when be. 
cold him unſtable as Water, and foretold he ſhould not Excell * Im a- 
fraid, by the Spirit that Foams in ſome late Sermons, that ave have 
Preachers aubo wouJA, like the Temper of Siurod and LI VI, in being Bre- 
thren, and having-Infiruments of Cruelty in their Habitat;ons ; their 
RE” 25 SY, CF. | | nocr | 
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Anger they will ſlay a Man, and in their Self-will, dig down a Wall; 
but certainly they are not ſo mad as to call the Lot of theſe two Tribes a 
Bleſſing ; when heir pious Father (who might foreſee that the Pri ſt hood, 
would ſpring from one of em) ſaid, Curſed be their Anger, for it was herce 
and their Wrath, for it was Cruel; I will divide them in Jacos, and 
fcatter them in ISRAEL. I don't ſuppoſe that Moſes's Bleſſing was incon- 
fiſtent wwith Jacob's 2 the one may admire the very Tribe that 


the ot her condemns, becauſe All that deſcended from it were neither 
involved in one Guilt, nor ſhavers in the ſame Glory. Jacob calls Simeon 
and Levi Murderers, Truce-brakers, Moſes om nothing at all of the 
former, but the latter he admires for what they did in the great Revolt 
at Mailah and Meribah, and recommends him to the Bleſſing of God as his 
holy one, | | 83 
Tus iti, flings that he has at thoſe of a former Generation, calling em 
© rebellious Saints, execrable Rigicides, whom God permitted to go out 
© of the World with a Lie in their Mouths,” are ſo profane and unbecom- 
ing one who knows that Vengeance belongs to God, and ſo needleſs Fifty 
Years after their Death, and is ſuch a railing Accuſation as MicHatL 
the Arch-Angel durſt nor uſe to the Devil hin ſelf, hat I will not retort 
it. Tho what does this Gentleman think of Fenwick, Friend, Parkins, 
Charnock, Rookwood, Aſhton, and others who were Executed for a 
Deſign of murdering King William, fairly proved upon em; and yet a- 
vow'd it, had Abſolution given 'em, and declar'd it agreeable to the Doct- 
rine of the Church of England? His Flirts at the Original Contract, 
and telling us that © all theſe Civil Liberties are but the Chimæra's of 
et our own Brain,” our that the Revolution is a Myſtery to him, if it 
be not a Burthen, In that great and noble Vote that loos'd the Bands 
from our Necks, the Lords and Commons declard that King James bad 
broke the Original Contract: And how well it becomes a Man, who is ſo 
afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, to be merry with the ſolemnity of theſe 
Terms, is what the World will judge of, Would he perſuade us that 
there's no ſuch thing as Liberty; or does he think that a few noiſy uncon- 
netted Sentences, which may do well enough for a Rattle, muſt ever paſs 
for an Aroument ? He covers his Refle&ions by ſaying that *© what the 
Ten Tribes got by their Revolt was what we would now be at, vz. 
< A Toleration of any Religion bur the true;“ which is falſe both in »s 
and them, Tull be could prove it againſt me, either as my declar'd Opini- 
on, or a Natural Conſequence from my Principles, he ſhould not condemn 
me as guilty of that which I reckon the vileſt ander in the VVorld, vi. 
the hindring any from the Worſhip of God, according to the beſt Light they 
have. The Ten Tribes did not bring [dolatry into th ir Claim of Right, 
they complain'd of a heavy Yoke upon 'em, which the King, upon the Ad. 
vice 7 his New Miniſtry threaten'd to make <worſe ;, for this they Re- 
bell'd, and did well in it: There was a Divine Prophecy and Approbati- 
on upon that great dt; and it's a Thing not blam'd in Scripture, that 
wen Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who was over the Tribute, and therefore 
#'s likely had multiplied their Taxes, that they ſton'd him, and he died; 
eroboam was not guilty. in having another Throne, but in filling the 
orſhip of God with human Inventions. Twas by this, and not bis. 
Rebellion, that he made IsRAEL to (in, Er i oy 5 
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His Violence to Expreſſions that are eaſy enough, is below a Man of 
ſuch Learning as I know he has, and the Temper that I hear runs t hro 
his Converſation, Thus, becauſe I had ſaid that the Fearful and Unbe- 
lieving ſtand in the front of Sinners, (Rev. xxi.) he ſaith, © I pretend 
to fill Hell with thoſe that fear God and the King, and am againſt 
working out my Salvation with fear and trembling, and am for feed- 
re ing my ſelf without Fear, and am like the LeviaTHan, made with- 
Fe out Fear.” Certainly this Man's Concordance is to him only & heap 
of Stones, that he may pelt as long as aWord laſts. 8 

_ He ſurprizes me with ſaying, that © he never writ for Paſſive 
Obedience; and if ſo, Why is he thus angry that I have writ againſt 
25 The Exaniples that he produces out of Scripture, I ſhall conſider; 

ut his Thebean Legion he may take back again if he pleaſes. What 
does he mean by Moſes's not oppoſing Pharaoh, and ſaying that he was 
then at the Head of the greater Army? Were not Iſrael apprehen- 
ſive of their Danger? whatever they might be in Numbers, they were 
unarmed againſt all the Glory of Egypt ! Pharaoh thought himſelf ſe. 
cure of em, and made no doubt of it when he ſaid, I will purſue, I will 
overtake, I will deſtroy, &c. And could Moſes tie his Hands with any 
ſenſe of Allegiance ? Was Pharaoh then their Sovereign ? David's Car- 
riage to Saul, I have conſider'd in the following Sermon: But I wondey _ 
be ſhould bring Ahab's ſurviving the Murther of Naboth, as an Inſtance 
that Kings are to do what Miſchief they will, and none is to withſtand 
*em, Did not the Prophet tell him upon that Wickedneſs, that he ſold 
himſelf to do Evil, and that where the Dogs had licked NaBoTH's Blood, 
they ſhould lick his? And was not Ixhu anointed to cut off the Houſe 
of AA his MasTEr? And to inſpire him in that Act of National Fn- 

ice, the Night before he did it, God brought freſh upon his Mind the 
Blood of NABOTH. I know that Jezebel talk'd very much the Language 
of our Author; ſhe that made God her Feſt, and the King her Fool, pro- 
 clain'd a Faſt, and had a Man condemn'd for blaſpheming God and the 
King: She was full of Hiſtory and Zeal againſt Regicides, and could 
glamour as loud from a Window, as ſome do from a Pulpit, Had Zimgy 
Peace that ſlew his Maſter ?. Th& ber Whoredoms and Witchcrafts ave ſo 
many, yet ſhe gets into all the Cant of Loyalty; but as God is not tò 
be mocked, ſo her Name is branded, her End is dreadful, they hurPdq 
ber down in a Moment, for the H-rſes to trample, and the Dogs to eat. 

Hr has drawn up one Charge againſt me, Which if true, it's pity I 

ould ever enter the Pulpit ; and if falſe, tis as great a ſhame that he 
ſhould : I cannot find, ſays he, one fingle Text quoted, but which 
< he has blaſphem'd, profan'd and ridicuPd to the utmoſt of his Power.“ 
This is à great deal more than miſtaking a Scripture ; that's what Þm 
as liable to as another, and I thank this Author for giving me one In. 
ſtante of it. I had ſaid that ArRAHAu led five Kings Captive, quhich 
J own was a Wrong both to the Story, and to my Argument; for'tis plain, 
be kil'd em, which I might have remember d from the New Teſtament, 
g Well as the Old. The Apoſtle thought it an Action ſo glorious, that 
be gives us the Time of Melchizedek's meeting him, *twas as he re- 
turn d from the Slaughter of the Kings; and if this Gentlenian or ang 
one elſe will ſhew me that ] have miſtaken a Text, Iſhall freely own my ſelf 
big Proſelyte , but for blaſpheming, profaning and ridiculing that 5100 


felf in, 


for #s n Sovereign, that endeavour to fill one Hou) 
# Guſb of New Members, and the other by mobbing and bribing, who 
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awhich I take for my only Rule of Faith, Worſhip, and Profiice, and 
by which. I know the Secfets of all Heafts will be ** "tis ah. 1 
have always abhorr'd, and bre the Grace of God, ſpall never allow my 


8 


Hr is ſo afraid of coming into Teriper, that when be owns I have ſaid 


 avell, and cannot find in his Heat to rail at me, he turns his Fury upon 


the good old Cauſe, and tells us that © the Friends of That carry on all 
«© their Deſigns by Fraud and Lying. What's that to me if they do ?N ; 
own that a Bleſſing will hot go along with ſuch Meaſures as Heftvoy the 
Fuſtice and Equity that ſhould keep the World tegether; and whoever they | 
are that break ſolemn Leagues, that take Oaths to one Prince and think of 
another, that abjure the ſame Creature ns an Impoſter, whom they wiſh 
of Parliament with. 


ran Adviſe the Polling of Men in theit Grades, the Indies, or ſuchas hats 
no Night; let their Patty be what it will, 1 am ſo far from approving 

of ſuch Ways, that tho they bs ſprung from the good old Caſe it ſelf, may 
their End be according to their Works. Hotever I rannot but let the 
Author know, he is either unacquainted with that Story, or has a Mind 
that others ſhould be ſo; had he read my Lord Charendon's Account, and 


 reſoly/d to be honeſt, he would fill his Pages with ſome thing more to the 


Purpoſe than noiſy Acclamations, that convince the World of nothing but 
the Writer's Emptineſs. I have read many a T''irtieth of Fanuary Ser- 
mon, and they are ſo much the ſame that I can obſerve very little netu in 
em but a Tranſpoſition of Terms: Let but any one take à few ratling 
Words for his Materials, ſuch as Schiſmatick, Atheiſts, Rebels, Trai- 
tors, Miſcreants, Monſters, Enthuſiaſts, Hypocrites; Lord's Anomt- 
ed,Sacred Majeſty, God's Viesgetent ;itapious.biaf heme, Damnation; ſtir 
theſe together in a arm Head, and after a very ittle ha king, bring em 
put, Scum and all, diſtribute *em into ſeveral Periods, and your Work 


bs half done : If ſuch Expreſſions as Religion, Conſcience, Juſtice, 


Privilege of Parliament, innocent Blocd, Liberty an Property coms 
in your Way, take off the Crudit ies gs ſome of em by ſoftning Epi. 
thets, call it mock-Parliament, falſe Religion, pretended Confcienge, 
and tell the World roundly, that their Privileges, Trades, Civil-Rights . 
and Liberties are Chimæra's; that ſuch Talk ſmells rank of Forty One, 
and is a certain Mark of a Villian, and an Enemy to the Government. 
But ſhall filling an Hour with ſuch Stuff as this go for a Faſt, and 
an acceptable Day to the Lord? Is this being humbled fer cu Sins 2 
When Ezra bluſhed aud was aſhani'd to lift up his Head, dves he mean 
no more than a fluſterd Face and plowing Cheeks, that take all their _ 
Heat from an inward Paſſion? How have the Sweavers and Drunkavis 
been harden'd by hearing Godlineſs it ſelf ſo ill match d to the Epithets 
that ſuch as Me. Milbourne have given it? He that allows himſelf ſuch 


aukward Words as hvpctritical and rebellious Saints has Reaſon to fear 
that ſome will ſo confound theſe Ideas, as to think that to be a Faint is 
do be a Rebel. And how many are there that after ſuch Diſcourſes bleis 


themſelves ur their own Hearts, tho' they commit Uncleanneſs with 
Greedineſs? And beſides, I muſt tell him, tho ſuch preaching has been 


Ver) kprevable to the Luſt of Princes yet it hus often proud fatal to their 


Nee, I have thong that vhe Turi of January Sermon, . 
! | King 
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King James his three Crowns, Men of corrupt Minds _ adadreſ.. 
Fun them ſelves to his Humour, till they A ah him on to the Fate that be. 
eame publick enongh, And when they ha, cried up his Power as ſacred, 
and told him all his Actions were uncontroll'd, he no ſooner took em at 
their Word, but they left him in the Lurch: And he judg'd extremely 
rigbt in his Troubles, when he cryd out, with a Concern that I ſhould 
| have pitied, upon ſeeing a Clergy-Man, Ah Sir, it's the Men of your 
Cloth that have brought me to this. *Twas the Unhappineſs of that 


— 
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Prince to believe thoſe in their Sermons and Addreſſes who never beltev'd 


themſelves, They may talk of Paſſive. Obedience, Reſignation, Meek- 
meſs and Patience; but the general Filthineſs of their Lives, and their 
H ſtineſs to Anger with all the World, make em a wwretched Party for 
any King to truft in. The Memorial of the Church of England tells us 
indeed, that Non-Reſiftance has been re their Principle, but they 
confeſs Nature is apt to rebel againſt Principle, and we believe em when 
they ſay, that in thoſe Caſes the Odds are on Nature's Side, Such a 
nice Diſtinction as this do we find in the Addreſs preſented to the Queen 
ſome time ago by the Clergy of London; They call her Majeſty's Antho. 
rity irreſiſtible, and yet the next Breath ſucks that in, for hey ſoy'as they 
have withſtood, ſo they will withſtand again; nay, Mr. MiLBouRNE 
himſelf has his Thoughts lying fo looſe as to ſay, Pag. 2. © That if the 
te  Fews that could have prov'd their Charge (againſt our Saviour) or 
* our Infidels (againſt King Charles the Firſt) the Croſsand the Scaffold 
& would have been deſerved.” So that he does not by this ſeem to be 
angry at their accuſing and trying him, but their not proving any Thing, 
F am forry this ſhould fall under the Eye of a Republican, who I fear 
pill be apt to ſay they were not like to prove when he would not plead, 
I dave ſay the good Preſbyter of the Church of England had no Deſign 
zo betray the Royal Cauſe into ſo much Contempt: My Charity for him 
makes me think, that ſometimes he writes he knows not what. There's 


another P-ſſuve ſo unrunrded, , which had it come from an Antimonar- 


chical Writer in this Government and Min ſtry, avoe be to him, Pag. 14. 
< Where Wourd are concern'd in Robberies, thoſe Robberies are 
© attended with Murder, that fimerous Sex concluding, that them - 
© ſelves and their Companions can never be fafe, fo long as there are 
any left alive who may diſcover 'em. CEE WEE Ns to. . 
Hz is angry that I ſay, t here's nothing in any one Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity that will tye up the Hands * | 
calls © a Diſcovery reſerved for long-headed Popes, and ſays it is fatto be 


& reviv'd bythe S1pNtvs, Locks, HoaDLyszs, BurNeTs, BraDBuRYs, 


Sec. I heartily thank him for puting me into ſuch Company; and if 
he likes to herd with the Sibthorps, Manwarings, Hicks, Sach-----lls 
Wel-----ns, Leſleys and Ropers, both Sides are pleasd : The Great 
Algernon Sidney  «vrit with a Spirit that none of his Adverſaries could 
gainſay or reſiſt, and therefore they cut off his Head: But no Perſon 
will much value the poor fling of our Author who reads the Book of that 
truly noble Perſon, by it he being dead yet ſpeaketh. And I cannot but 
think there's a great deal of Difference between a Man's Sealing the 
Cauſe of Liberty and that of Tyranny with his Blood: Indeed we ſel- 
dom hear of any Volunteers for the Latter, who make a King a Preſent 
of their Heads by Way of Sample to this Doctrine; But would not. ſuch 
* 8 2 W 


an injur'd People, This be 
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The PREFACE. 
an One die as a Fool dies? How intrepid have theſe of the other Sort 
come to the Block ?- And, for my Part, I have that Veneration for 4obat 
a ſerious Man ſays in ſo full a Preſpect of Eternity, that I ſhould not 
much heed the whole Volley ; Sta Clergy againſt a certain Gentleman on 
the Scaffold, who told the Executioner, Before thou canſt ſay, here's 
the Head of a Traitor; the Angels will have cried to Heaven, We 
come with the Soul of a Saint. As much above the Ill-Manners of this 
Author is that Learned Biſhop whom he joins with Hobbs. His Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, and his late Introduction to the Third Volume; Hes 
many Diſcourſes from the Preſs and Pulpit, the Fervor and Argument of 
thoſe Warnings be has given the Nation, «vill convince any one, that a 
Perſon who can charge him with reviving Poptſh Doctrines, is reſolv/d 
to live qvithin no Rules, either of Truth or Decency, 


Tux Texts that he throws together of © turning the other Cheek, 
doing good to ſuch as hate us, recompencing to no Man Evil for 


% Fyil, not avenging our ſelves, being Obedient to Maſters, nct on- 
ly to the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward,“ do no more re- 
gard our Behaviour to a Prince than to any other Enemy; and if he takes 

*em in an abſolute Senſe, they as much oblige his gig oy to a Cox. 
comb that ſhall huff him in the Streets, or a litigions 


greateſt Villains and Plagues on the Earth? Tho I have run this length, 
I cannot forbear giving the Reader a Specimen of this Author's Ex pc ſition 
on thoſe Words, Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but to the 
Evil. Would not any one have underſtood this to be a Deſcription of good 
| Magiſtrates, ſuch as are calld the Ordinance of God; and from 
whom, if we do good, wwe may expect Praiſe of the ſame * Such are 
God's Miniſters attending continually upon this very thing. Now. all 


this our Auther can take in ſuch a Senſe, that it ſhall be true of Ny no, 


Calle vl A, or any Tyrant, nay of a Fool or a St, ho attends to no- 


thing. He makes thoſe CharaFers not refer to the Soveraign but the 


People, and bis Three Propoſitions from the Text are theſe, 
© Trar he, who exerciſes himſelt in good V orks, never enterta'ns 
cc 
© Governours : And | ; 
© Trar he, who exerciſes himſelf in that which is Evil, is always 
ce under violent Suſpicions of his lawful Governours : And 140 


© Tur he, who is full of Guilt and Suſpicion, will always ſtudy 


ce to revenge himſelf on that Power which he ſtands in fear of.“ 


You ſee he's reſolv d to bring the Mountain to Mahomet: But is not 


making the Scriptures to mean any thing, the cen to have em mean 
Nothing? 1s it not inſolent to the laſt digree that a Man wil rather 
ſhock the Senſe and Sclemmity of God's Word, than be patient of any 


Danger to his own Scheme? At this rate cf turning Things, Lavin's. 
ſending out Spies to know whethrr Saul was comme after him, his 


communing with JONATHAN, and ſaying, There is but a ſtep betavec n 
me and Death, are ſo many Marks of an Evi! Deer, The poor French 
Proteſtants, who fled from a fine Country, could not entertain guſhicions 
of their lawfu! Governor, unleſs they were Villains. No Wonder iht a 
great part of the Sermon is a Panegyrick on Perſecution, e I 01 I; h y 


eighbour, as ts 
his Soveraign. But how little are Kings oblig'd to ſuch Argumen s, as 
call for the Subjects Duty to em, on the Suppoſition of their being the 


any Fears or Jealouſies of the Supreme Magiſtrate or his awful 
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#his in anfer to; That it's pity but he avas in France, where he might 
Joon have as much of that Bleſſing as would make his Heart ate. But, 
#5 Mr. Jen NSN obſerves, ebhen thoſe Men admire Sufferings for Reli- 
gion, they never mean their own. Upon the Whole, What can any Perſen 
think of 4 Writer aubo is fo free in charging others with a Profanation of 
Scripture ? Can any one read this Performance without thinking eithey 
e Text or the Preacher ridiculous? And is this the Man who was to 
defend our Religion againſt the Deiſts? Mill they ever think the better 
of Reveal'd Books, by his Comments on em When he writ in that 
Controverſy, he either did it with ſuch a Clamour and Bitterneſs as he 
mow uſes, or he did not : If he did, he ſpoild a Good Cauſe with a 
foul Spirit: If he did not, he has more Zeal for the Luſt of his Prince, 
an the Divinity of our Saviour : But is it not Time to renounce 
thoſe hidden Things of Diſhoneſty ? This is too groſs to have it call d 
Walking in Craftineſs, but tis handling the Word of the Lord 
deceitfully. | | F | 1 85 

He concludes his Sermon with an Account that © London has 4 Club 
of thoſe God-mocking Wretches, who profane this Day with impious 
< feaſting.” As I never was preſent at ſuch an Aſſembly, fo it is but 
lately that I was well aſſurd any Perſons of Note could be guilty of a 
Thing ſo ludicrous ; but I am ſatisfied, it has been done within thoſe fea 
Tears; tho I can tell him, (that excepting One) all the Perſons who 
met there, are ſuch as our Author aud his Party do Now admire for 
| Fanch Churchmen, and Lovers of Monarchy ; and much Foy may he 
have of a flying Squadron, who can ſtep ſo faſt from prophaning a Da 
Zo adore it. But if there is any thing of this kind, I know none ſo Lee 
to blame for it as thoſe High-flying Preachers that give the Irritation. 
From this ſort of Sermons many, I ſhould fear, would come with either 
Anger or Mirth enough for ſuch a Deſign. For, after they have attended 
on a Parlon, and find he has not the Law of Truth in his Mouth (ei- 
ther Truth of Argument or Facts) but, inſtead of that, Iniquity fires 
in his Lips, they go away to be at once reveng'd on his Malice, and di- 
veried with his Nonſence, I ſhould not have follow'd this Author ſuch a 
length as I have done, if it had not kept me ſtill in view of that Princi- 
ple, upon which I ſubmit the Revolution aud this Government as law- 
ful, viz. That if a Prince breaks the Fundamental Laws that ſecure 
the Rights and Liberties of his People, tis juſt for them to take their 
Remedy, If I had not belice'd this to be true, I e eitber haue been a 
Non juror or 2 Knave. And that ſuch a Turn as this is what the People 
of Iſrael were contending for, will, I hope, be evident from the Story on 
which I have founded the following Sermons f* | | 

7, | 


tCuroN, 


iy TP RY. | 
on HAN Int oe oe Ons + 


1 CHRON, Xii. 16, 17, 18, 


And there came of the Children of Benjamin 
aud Tadah to the Hold unto David, 
And David went out to meet them, and anſwer d 
and ſaid unto them, I ye be come peaceably 
unto me to help me, mine Heart ſhall be knit 
unto jou; but if ye be come to betray me to 
mine Enemies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in 
»y Flands, the God of our Fathers look there. 
om, and rebake it. 5 
Then the Spirit came upon Amaſai, who was 
chief of the Captains, and he ſaid, Thine 
are we, David, and on thy ſide, thou Son 
of Jeſſe; Peace, Peace be unto thee, and 
Peace be to thine Helpers, for thy God 
helpeth thee, „„ 


Hav choſen this Text to ſerve your Meditati- 
ons on the Wonders of this Day, that at One 
View you may take in the Caſe of Two Ages; 
and ſee that it always was, and always will be, 
both the Duty and Glory of a People to break any 
Joke that's hung upon their Liberty: Nor have I the 
leaſt fear to do this, at a Time when the Cauſe it ſelf 
is run-down by Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of x Tim. vi. 
the Truth, (uppoſing that Gain is Godlineſs, whole only 5. 
Religion lies in their great Places: This, I ſay, 
makes the Deſign dear to me as ever; becauſe 
theſe Thoughts return on a Day that is much to be g,. xii. 
obſerved to the Lord in all our Generations : And, I hope, 22. 
the Wrath of Man ſhall be of little value with my Soul, 
whil{tI am tracing the Glories of ſuch a Providence, 
and calling over the Wonders of Old: *Tis, I confeſs, 
like ſmging the Songs 2 Zion on the Banks of Babylon; 
but tho' it be ſo, rather than forget thee, O Jeruſalem ! Pf cxxxvii. 
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Tax Words I have now read give us a Revoluti- 
on, a Turn of Government very like our own ; 
and it ſhall always make ſuch a Diſpenſation the 
more Sacred to me, when I ſee it is according to the 
Patern in the Sanctuary. I ſhall take the Service of 
this Text to the Cauſe of Liberty, Two Ways: 
Hirſt, As a Vindication, ee 
Secondly, As an Account how ſuch a Deſign is 
brought about. Tis both an Argument of its be- 
ing Lawful, and explains the Way how it comes to 
be Glorious; and the Caſe of Iſrael at their Revolu- 
tion, is ſo very like ours, that I need give you no o- 
ther Application than what is mingled in the Parti- 
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culars as we go along. 2&4 5 
Firſt, I TAxE this Text to be a plain and notori- 

. ous; Argument that People have a Right in them- 
ſelves to dethrone a Tyrant; One that is in jeſt with 

their Laws, and in earneſt with their Lives, even 

tho? the Man hath been call'd the Lord's Anointed. 

This, every one knows, was the Caſe of Iſrael, who 

had a King given them by God himſelf: They a 

long while groaned under the weight of his Cruelty, 

x Sam. viii. and made good what Samuel foretold, They cried to 
18. the Lord in that Day, becauſe 7 the King they had choſen ; 
and now, at laſt, they reſolve to put Life and Li- 

berty upon the ſame Foot, that if both cannot be 

Had, both ſhall be loſt : And unleſs you'll ſuppoſe 

that theſe Men ſtand in this Chapter as Rebels, with- 

x out the Fear of God before their Eyes; if you be- 
| lieve, as any one muſt do, that the whole Acti- 
'4 on appears in this Story as a Thing right and good, 
1 TY all the Parts of the Text may be brought into the Ar- 
| | gument. If you look to the firſt Verſe, you are 
told of ſome that came to David to Ziklag, whilſt he 
3 OO kept himſelf cloſe, becauſe of Saul the Son of Kiſh, and 
( they were among the mighty Men, Helpers of the Mar; 
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j vou have their Names in the following Verſes, they 
'Þ 2 are written among the Living in Jeruſalem, that the 
| | Ages to come may riſe up and call them Bleſſed ; and in 
| theſe Words you meet with another Number that 
are joined in the ſame ' Cauſe. ! 
TRA I may lead you into the Argument, I will 
put my Thoughts under theſe Three 8 K 
al ; 7 WE R XA 


Reſiſting TvRANTY. 3. 


I. ExAuIxE what Opinion David himſelf had pf 
the Cauſe that theſe Men of Judah and Benjamin 

came to help him in. | 

II. I SyALL anſwer an Objection or two, and re- 

concile what David did now, to the Scruples he 
had formerly. And, | 

III. CoxsiDpER what the Army themſelves think 
of the Deſign, who came to him, and the rather 
becauſe what they ſay is aſcribed to the Spirit's fal- 
ling upon Amaſai. | be 

I Bzcin with David's own Opinion of the 

Cauſe he was now engag'd in; and J hope there is 
no need. to anſwer any Inſinuations, that what he 
ſaid was from a private View for himſelf and his 
own Intereſt : We will not be amuſed by Trifles of 

that Nature, when God hath called him a Man after 1 Sam. xyi, 
his own Heart, and called him ſo at the Time that he 14. 
was about to turn off Saul, and transfer the Kingdom 
to him. He had now been ſeveral Years in a kind 
of Exile, driven out from abiding in the Inheritance 1 Sam. 
of the Lord; and we read ſo much in the Book xxv1. 19. 
of Pſalms, of what paſsd between God and his Soul 
inthe Wilderne d all the Places of Retreat, that 
it mult be a Maxim with us that he was then in the 
Way of his Duty; ſo that what he faith now to 
the Men that joined him, could be no leſs than the 
ſolemn Reſult of Conſcience. It behoyed him then, 
more than ever, to know that what he did was plea- 
ſing in the Sight of God ; and if he did not think it 
Lawful to head an Army againſt his King, he would 
never have been ſo profane as to uſe the Sacred 
Name in the way that he doth ; If ye be come to help 
me, my Heart ſhall be. knit unto you ; but if you be come 
to betray me to mine Enemies, ' ſeeing there is no Wrong in 
my Hands, the God of aur Fathers look on it, and rebuke it. 

TRESEk are his Words to the Children of Benjamin 
and Judah, that came to him in the Hold, This Hold 
might be the Cave of Adullam, or ſome other Place 
of Defence, as we find it is call'd, 1 Sam. xxii. 4. 
where you read that David's Father and Mother abode. 
uit h the King of Moab, all the while that he was in the 
Hold: And fo in the next Verſe, the Prophet Gad 
ſaith to David, Abide not in the Hold: But it is more 
00 B 2 3 
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tell Lies; tho! t 


probably the Town of Ziklag that had been given 
him by the King of the Philiſtines ; there he dwelt 
a full Year and four Mont hs, at which Time, they 
that favoured his Righteous Cauſe had more Opportuni- 
ty of aſſembling to him, than they could have whilſt 
he was ſtrolling in the Deſart of Judah; hither, among 
the reſt, the Children of Judah and Benjamin * 
upon the ſame Deſign that others did, to break off 
the Yoke of Saul, and provide themſelves of a better 
EKing. He hath a little Suſpicion of thoſe that came 
to him from Benjamin, they were of Saul's Tribe, and 
retained by Blood and other Obligations to his Ser- 
vice; ſo that we read of them, that they were armed 
with Bow, and could uſe both their Right Hand and Left 
in hurling Stones and ſhooting Arrows out of 4 Bow, even 
Saul's Brethren of Benjamin; he had preferr'd them of 
the Children of Benjamin, the Kinared of Saul three Thou- 

ſand, for hitherto the greateſt part of them had kept the 
Ward of the Houſe of Saul, He thought to have 
them ſure by Places, and argueth to thoſe Principles 
in them that were the deareſt to himſelf; for ſome 
there are who have no Influence upon any thing but 
the Vices and Corruptions of thoſe they deal with ; 

they do not pretend to convince your Rae but 
only make Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the — 4 
thereof: Thus did the King to his own Family, 
Hear me now, ye Benjamites, will the Son of Jeſſe give eve- 
ry one of you Fields and Vineyards, and make you all Cap- 
tains of Thouſands, and Captains of Hundreds ? And 

yet he was ſuſpicious of them then. Nothing is 
more dreadful to a Tyrant, than Men that will 

not be awd by the Court where they live, but 
dare to be good in great Places : Thus were they, 
at leaſt, in his Opinion, All of you have conſpired againſt 
me, and there's none that ſbeweth me that my Son hath 
made a League with the Son of Jeſſe, and there's none of 
you is ſorry for me, or ſaeweth unto me that my Son hath” 
 flirred up my Servant againſt me to lie in wait, as at this 
Day. 0, they were above taking Honours to 
ell 1cy were born of his Family, and 

had Offices in his Palace, yet not a Soul of them 
will compliment the King with Truth or Conſci- 
ence 3 theſe are dearer to them than any on 


E 
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Commands, and the only Man he could find to his 
Purpoſe, was Doeg the Edomite : He indeed accuſeth 
David and the High-Prieſt, and afterwards dips his 


Hand in the Blood of Fouirſcore and five Perſons that 


wore a Linen Ephod; and, like a true Zealot for his 
Prince, ſacks the City of the Prieſts, kills Man, 
and Woman, and Child, and Suckling : He was before 


but the Chief of the Herdſmen, and for ſome notorious 


Immorality, tained before the Lord ; but after this 
conſummate Wickedneſs, he is preferr'd, and ſer 
over the Servants of Saul; that is, from a Ranger of 


the Foreſt, he is made Steward of the Houſhold. 


Theſe Benjamites abhorred a Propoſal ſo baſe and 
vile as the King made to them, and take the fir 


7 4 * 


Opportunity to deſert their Maſter. 


vr David, who knew their Obligations to Saul, 


could not meet them without a little mixture of 
Suſpicion, in which he lays down ſeveral Things 
that are Arguments for the Cauſe of Liberty; If you 
be come peaceably to me to help me, my Heart ſhall be knit 


unto you 3 but if you be come to betray me to mine Ene- 


mies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in mine Hands, the God of 


our Fathers lock thereon, and rebuke it: Where you 


may obſerve, 


> 3. Hu declares himfelf in a State of War; he de- 


fires their Help; he tells them of his Enemies, 


and who could theſe be but the Men that followed 
him as a Partridge upon the Mountains? he ſingles out 
Saul from all the W 

Lyon, renting it in pieces, while there is none to deliver; 
him he deſcribeth, behold He travaileth with Iniquity, 
and hath conceived Miſchief, ana brought ous Falſhood; 
and the Vengeance of God upon this Perſon he 
waits to ſee, and promiſeth to adore; his Miſchief 
all return upon his own Head, and his violent Dealing 


orld, left He tear my Soul like a Pſal. vii. 2. 


der. 14. 


ver. 16. 


fhall come down upon his own Pate; he doth not conſi- 
der That Head as under a Crown, but as covered 


with Guilt; and then, faith he, I will praiſe the 
Lord according to his Righteouſueſs ; I will ſmg Praiſe 
unto the Name of the Lord moſt high. It could not 
be underſtood of the Philiſtines, for there he was 
received with the utmoſt Aſſurance, when Achi/o 
gave him a City, and ſaid of him, 


ver. 17. 


He hath made 1 Sam. 
hi xxvll. 12. 
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his People Iſrael utterly to abhor him, therefore he 


Gall be my Servant for ever. They all knew whom 
he meant by his Enemies; tho' he very often 
gives Saul his 'Titles, My Lord the King, and the 
Lord's "Anointed, yet there are Times of ſpeaking 
out, and he now repreſents him as a Perſon laſt to 
all Impreſſions of Shame, or Pity, or Juſtice. And 
ſuch Language as this is what other good People 
uſe : Thus, when Abigail meets David, ſhe is guil- 
ty of what ſome now have the Profaneneſs to call 
ſpeaking Evil of Dignities 3 ſhe doth not lay a hard Caſe 
under a Parcel of ſoft and eaſy Words, and tell 


him that it 1s an Unhap ineſs to be out- of the 


Royal Favour, but till there was no Remedy for 


him befide Prayers and Tears. No, that would 
| have been ſpeaking as one of the fooliſh Women ſpeaketh ; 
but ſhe lays down a venerable and commanding 


T Sam.xxv. 
28, 29. 


Truth, The Lord will certainly make my Lord a ſure 
Houſe, becauſe my Lord fights the Battles of the Lord, 
and Evil hath not been jound in thee all thy Days, yet a 
Man is riſen to purſue thee, and to ſeek, thy Soul 5 but the 
Soul of my Lord ſhall be bound up in the Bundle of Life 


with the Lord thy God, and the Soul of thine Enemies ſhall 
he ſling as out of the middle of a Sling. 7 5 | 


THzRE is a Decency that ought to be in our Car- 
riage, when we ſpeak to thoſe whom Providence 
hath ſet over us. Thus doth Paul uſe the Phraſe 
of Moft Noble Feſtus, to one that had told him he 


was mad; but yet theſe Civilities are never to raze 


Pfal, xv. 4. 


out a Principle that God hath put into every 4 
Man, that in his Eyes a vile Perſon is contemned. I be- 
lieve the Prophet Eliſba underſtood as much Non- 


Re ſiſtance as ever was his Duty; and yet you ſee how. 


2 Kings 


he both ſpeaks and does when an Officer of the King 
was coming againſt him; ſays he to the Elders, See 


Vi. 32. you how this Son of a Murderer hath ſent to take 


away my Head, look, when the Meſſenger comes, ſhut 


the Door, and hold him faſt at the Door; is not the Sound; 


of his Maſter's Feet behind him? Thus David calls Saul 
his Enemy, and placeth him in no other View; and 
I can ſcarce think that any one then would have the 
Confidence to have ſaid that ſuch a Man diſclaimed- 


all Imputation of Re/ztance, No, they came to him 
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to the Hold ; they ſaw him at the Head of an armed 
Force; he makes no Secret of the Deſign, which he 
certainly would have done, if he thought it had 


been diſobedient to God, and ſcandalous to his 
People; he would never have ſpoke thus, had it 


offended the Generation of his Chilaren. 
2. Hz repreſents the Juſtice of his Cauſe 3 it 


was ſuch a one that he claims their Concurrence 


to it; If you be come peaceably to help me, my Heart 
ſpall be knit unto yo. He doth not only defire it 
as a Favour to him, but what he might with Rea- 
ſon expect from every Iſraelite, who underſtood the 


Danger of his Country, and the Way to get out of 


it. Tis a very ſmall matter who wears a Crown; 
the World are but little concern'd in the Perſon; but 


it is the moſt extenſive Caſe, that he that rules over , Sam. 
Men be juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord; ſuch a xxiii. 4, f. 


one 18 as the Light of the Morning, as a Morning with- 


out Clouds, as the tender Graſs ſpringing out 4 the Earth 


by a clear ſoining after Rain ; tis a Bleſſing to live 
under them. But People ought to be guarded a- 


ga inſt a Tyrant, the Sons of Belial ſoculd be all of them wer, 7, 8. 


as Thorns thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be taken 
with Hands; but the Man that ſhall touch them muſt be 


fenced with Iron, and the Staff of a Spear, and they 

foall be utterly burnt with Fire in the ſame Place; to 
change the latter of theſe for the former, was the 
_ Caſe of their Revolution. Tis this, both David 


and they had in view; it run thro' all his Pro- 


;ſſobved, I bear up the Pillars of it; I ſaid to the Fools, 
deal not fooliſhly, and to the Wickea, lift net up the 


jects, When I. ſpall receive the Congregation, I will judge Dol. ow: 
uprightly 5 the Earth and all the Inhabitants thereof are 2, 3, 4, 5. 


Horn : All the Horns of the Wicked I will cut off, but ver, 10. 


the Horns of the Righteous ſhall be exalted : Thus did 
he ſwear to the Lord, and vow to the God of Jacob. 


You have his Model of Government, which muſt 
keep a Court clean, and a Kingdom eaſy, I will be- 


have my ſelf wiſely in a per fett Way; O when wilt thou 
come to me; I will walk within my Houſe with a perfect 
Heart: I will ſet no wicked thing before my Eyes, 
T hate the Work of them that turn aſrde, it ſpall not cleave 
unto me; a froward Heart foall depars from me, I will, 

: | 0M” | not 
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1 The LAWFULNESS of 
not know a wicked Perſon 5 whoſo privily anders his 
Neighbour, him will Th off 771 that hat h a high 
Look and a proud Heart will not I ſuffer 5 mine Eyes 
ſhall be upon the faithful of the Land, that they may 
duell with me; he that walls in a perfet# Way, he all 
ſerve me; he that works Deceit, ſhall nor dwell with- 
in my Houſe ; he that telleth Lies, ſball not tarry in 
my Sight ; I will early deſtroy the Wicked of the Land; 
that I may cut off all wicked Doers from the City 
f the Lord. How quiet would Nations be, if 
Princes acted according to theſe Rules? 

Savr's Adminiſtration was the reverſe to this; he 
had no Opinion of any for their Duty to God, ortheir 
Faithfulneſs to the Publick ; he loy'd a Man that 
would humour his Revenge rather than one that 

| could inlarge his Empire. Thus when the Ziphires 

1 Sam. came to him at Gibeah and told him; doth not David 

XX. 19, hide himfelf with us in the ſtrong Holds? Thou there- 

20. fore, O King, come down accoriling to all the Deſere of thy 

Soul to come down, and bur Part ſhall be to deliver him 
into the King's Hands; He is more ferious to their 
Treachery Gran he was to all David's Victories. You 
ſee by his Anſwer, what it is that gives a Tyrant the 
chief Raptures, and ſooneſt leads him into his Te- 
ver.21,22, Deums : Bleſſed be you of the Lord, for you have Com- 
233 paſſion on me; go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know 
and ſee his Place where his Hannt is, and who hath ſeen 
him, for it is told me he deals very ſubtilly; ſee therefore 
and take knowledge of all the lurking Places where he hides 
himſelf, and come ye again to me with the certainty, and 

T will go with yon; and it ſhall come to paſs, that if he be 

in the Land, I will ſearch him out thro! all the Thouſands 
of Judah, This was the Way to Preferment then, 
to rail at the Man whom God had honoured in ſo 
many Battles: Thus ſweet and dear was Revenge 
to the King, that he neglects all Intelligence about 
the Philiftines, if he can but get it about David; for 
as ſoon as he went upon this Scandalous Expedition, 

a Meſſenger comes in all haſte to tell him that the 

ver. 27. Philiſtines had invaded'the Land, "Twas time for the 

People to grow weary of ſuch a one, and turn their 

Thoughts another Way; and from the Bondage 

they were in, and the Proſpec they had of chang- 
lk 


reſiſting TY RANTS: 9 
ing for the better, does David expect that tho they 
were Saul's Kindred, they would be his Friends, and 
come peaceably to help him, that hi Heart might be Ruit 
unto them. e eee N 
3. Hz ſuppoſeth a Cafe that he hopes they could 
not be guilty, of, and that was, betraying him into 
the Hands of his Enemies, You know it was this Suſ- 
k loop among the Philiſtine Lords, that made them in- 
fiſt upon it, that the King ſhould ſend him away 
from their Army ; for wherewtth ſhall he reconcile him- 
| Fl to his Maſter? Shall it not be with the Heads 7 theſe 
Men? And how uneaſy muſt he be in this Strug- 
Pie between his Belief that theſe were Men that 
Knew and purſued the Publick Intereſt, and his 
Fears that having been in a vile Court, they might 
come upon ill Defigns? And therefore, 

4. HE aſſerts the Innocence of his Perſon, as well 
as the Goodneſs of his Deſign; There is n Wrong in 
my Hand. He could ſay That when he had a Sword 
in his Hand drawn to give his Sovereign Battle: He 
ſpeaks with a Security in the Cauſe it ſelf, and could 
deſpiſe all thoſe that would call him Rebel or Trai- 
tor; tho' I do not know any fo likely to do it as 
Doeg the Edomite, whoſe Loyalty I have already given 
you an Account of. This Juſtice the Scripture hath. 


done to the Prieſthood of that Age, to tell us that they 


% 
: - : 
. 


were not Tools of the Court, or Rulers to the Dark- 

eſs of the People; no, they have both the Senſe to 

underſtand the Welfare of I/raz!, and the Bravery to vo 
puſh it. Of the Children of Levi four Thouſand and fix ver. 26, 

Hundred, and Jehoiada was the Leader of the Aarenites, 27, 28. 
and with him three Thouſand and ſeven Hundred; and 

Zadok, a young Man mighty of Valour, and of his Fathers 

Houſe twenty two © N It ſignifies very little what 

Names thoſe People give to'a Cauſe, who never un- 

derſtood it: That need not break in upon the Eaſi- 

neſs that a oo Man hath in himſelf ; he thy that 

fit in the Gate ſhould ſpeak againſt him, and he become the pal. ixig. 

wy of the fas $114 The two 'Tribes and a halt 2 "OM 
on the other fide Jordan had the Comfort of an Ap- - 

peal to Heaven, at a Time that they were miſun- 

asd by their Brethren 3 The Lord God of Gods, the Joſh. xxii, 

Lord God of Gods he knows, 8 Iſrael ke ſhall know that 22. 
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The LAWFULNESS of 


Ver.s. 


Ver. 14, 


15. 


2 Pet. ii. 
13. 14. 


what we do is not in Rebellion and Tranſgreffion againſt 
the Lord. | 

_ Davin was ſo far from a ſeared Conſcience that is 14 
feeling, that his Heart ſmote him when he cut ff the 
Skirt of Saul's Garment; and yet now he hath no 


Scruple to go out in Battle, to ret unto Blood, ſtriving 


againſi Sin, Theſe Men of Judah and Benjamin, fin 
him in Arms, ſurrounded with his valiant Gadites who 


ſeparated themſelves to him, Men of Might aud Men of 


Mar, fit for the Battle, that could handle Shield and 


Buckler, whoſe Faces were like the Faces of Lyons, and were 
ſuifter than Roes prac the Mountains. One of the leaſt 
Captains of the Hoſt was over a Hundred, and the greateſt 
over a Thouſand 3, they had already put to flight them of 
the Valleys to the Eaſt and to the Weſt ; 2 yet tho 


he was going out againſt his King at the Head of ſo 


great a Force, he could ſay, there is no Wrong in my 


Hands. © | 


5. If they were come to { il fo good a Cauſe, he 


_ appeals to the Vengance of Heaven, The Lord God of 


our Fathers look on it, and rebuke it: Obſerve, he doth not 
ſay the Lord, whoſe Vice-gerent Saul is, who anointed 
him, who gave you him for a King. Theſe were 
low Conſiderations of Providence; for that is what 
he did in his Anger; but he puts them in Mind of 
that common Intereſt that God had joyned them all 
in, and how many Ages this had continued by his 
Care: He was the Gd of their Fathers, He could ſee 
thro? all their Diſguiſe ; if they were only pretend- 
ed Friends, He would !ooh on it ; and tho' they might 
think it out of David's Power to prevent the 95 69 
ry, yet he puts it into the Hands of one who could 


rehule them: And do you think that he had any Scru- 


ple about the Lawfulneſs of reſiſting Saul, when he 
calls down the great God to avenge him on thoſe that 
hinder it ? Durſt he ſpeak in this Manner of ſuch a 
Crime as would purchaſe to himſelf Damnation? And 
whoſe Opinion ought to be of Value with us, whe- 


ther his, who makes the greateſt Figure in the Old 


"Teſtament, or ſome who are plainly enough de- 


ſcrib'd in the New? That they are raging Waves of the 


Sea, foaming out their own Shame; wandring Stars, who 
count it Pleaſure to riot in the Day time, Spots and Ble- 


miſh:sy 
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miſhes, ſporting themſelves with their own Deceivings, who Jude 13, 
are gone aſtray after the Error of Balaam for Reward, 14, 15. 
loving the Ways of Unvrighteouſneſs, beguilmg unſtable 
Souls, ſpeaking great ſwelling Words of Vanity, who have 
Mens Perſons in Admiration becauſe of Advantage. In this 
you may ſum up the Argument, that David now de- 
_ clareth himſelf in a State of War with Saul: He in- 
vites theſe Benjamites into his Cauſe; and, tho' he is 
in open Arms againſt the Lord's Anointed, yet he ſaith 
there is no Wrong in his Hands: Nay, he repreſents their 
betraying him as a Crime againſt Heaven, and tells 
them the God of their Fathers would lool on it, and rebuke 
if, : : 
„II. ArrER I have laid out David's Opinion of the 
Cauſe he was in, I will not be very long upon thoſe 
Objections that we often hear of, tho they each of 
them refer to what he ſaid on a ſudden, and ought 
not to be of the ſame Value with this deliberate ſo- 
lemn Action that we have in the Text. 
0j. 1. Oxs is taken from his Refuſal to let Abi- 
ſbai cut off Saul's Head; and his own Heart ſmi- 
ting him when he took but away a Part of his Gar- 
I ment; and giving this as the Reaſon, that none 
15 could ſtre teh out his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, 
and be guiltleſs : But this doch not reach the Caſe 
before us, upon ſeveral Accounts. 3 
1. ALL that was offer'd to him then was only the 1 
gratifying a perſonal Revenge. Behold the Day is which Vs 
the Lord ſaid unto thee, I will deliver THINE ENEMY I Sam. | 
into thine Hand that thou mayſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem N. 4. 
good to thee, And thus it was the ſecond time, when 
a deep Sleep fell upon them from the Lord, God hath de- 
liver d thine Enemy into thine Hand this Day, let me ſmite 
him with the Spear. This David refus'd, he was of 
another Opinion, and Abiſbai E was a better 
Soldier than a Judge of Prophecies; for the Day was 
not come, in which David ſhould be deliver'd from 
his Enemy, he refers himſelf to a further Deciſion ; 
The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge 
me of thee but mine Hand ſhall not be upon thee, And 
thus he tells them, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his Day ſhall ih 
come to die, or he ſhall deſcend into the Battle, and periſh ; 11 
as if he had made no Scruple of doing it there, F 1 
t 2 2. Ir yl 
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2 Sam. 1. 
18. 


Ver. 21, 
24. 


2. Ir muſt ha ve thrown the whats Kingdom into 


the greateſt Confuſions to have kill'd him at that 


time, becauſe the People were not come to under- 
ſtand their Intereſt in David, as they did afterwards, 
Saul was then only chargeable with a private Courſe 

of Envy; the Scripture has left this Credit upon his 
Name, that tho' he was an ill Man, yet for {ome 
Years he had not the Marksof a bad King : He was 
never guilty of betraying 'em to the Enemy, under 


no Influence from Philiſtine Councils, but kept up the 


Bravery of his People ; He bad them teach the Children of 
Judah the Uſe 7 the Bow. He cloath'd the Daughters of 
Iſrael with Scarlet and other Delights, and put Ornaments 
f Gold upon their Necks. From the Blood of the Slain, from 
the Fat of the Mighty, his Sword returned not empty. 
But after his Temper was ſour'd, he run looſe into 


that which deſtroys Rings, and therefore there might 


1 Sam, 
XXIV. I7, 
18, 19. 


—— — n — 4. n 2 1 $4 3 8 


be more Reaſon for Daud to attack him now than 

there had been before. Res 5 
3. Hx had particular Obligations to wait till the 

Promiſes of God to him ſhould take effect. At 
the Time of his going down to Saul there were two 
Things extraordinary; Firft, the King and his Army's 
being in a deep Sleep; and, Scondly, David's know- 
ing it at that Diſtance: Now, when he went to ſee 
a Miracle, he would not allow himſelf in any com- 
mon Act of Juſtice; he could eaſt} argue, that the God 
who had clos'd the Senſes, could extinguiſh the Life 


cf his Enemy, and therefore leaves him in his Hands. 


4. Is his Speeches to Saul, he intimates that his 
ſparing him is more than could have been expected, 
which he would not have done had he thought it 


ſo bad as ſome do. Is it any wonder that David 
$.ou'd not purchaſe to himſelf Damnation? Nay, Saul 


puts it upon no Maxim of Loyalty, does not tell him 
that he had done no more than what every Subject 
was oblig'd to, but is rather ſurpris'd at it: Tho 
art more righteous than I, for thou haſt rewarded me Good, 
whereas I have rewarded thee. Evil: Thou haſt ſhown this 
Day, how thou haſt dealt well with me, foraſmuch as 
when the Lord deliver'd me into thine Hand, thou hilledſt 
me not; if a Man find his Enemy, will he let him go well 
away? 2 40.4 


5. Taz 


— — 


1. Tux moſt that can ever be argued from this is, 
that David was of adifferent Spirit from thoſe Monarchs, 
who encourage and hire Aſſaſſinations. He hated to 
murder a Man by Proxy, whom he durſt not fight 
in Perſon: He never ſtrove to be Great by a Wick- 
n the Cave, but by an Appearance in the 
1eId. 8 r | =P 
6. Tis plain he had all his Thoughts turn'd up- 
on a Reconciliation to Saul, and therefore ventur'd 
to ſtay and talk with him ;; It is my Voice, my Father, 1 Sam. 
my Lord and King. Wherefore heareſt thou Mens Words xxiv. 9. 


ern. IL aying, David ſeeks thine Hurt? See, 10, Ie 


for that I cut off the Skirt of thy Robe, and killed thee 
not, there is neither Evil nor Tranſgrefſion in my Hand, 
and I have not ſinued againſt thee 5 and again, here fore Chap. 


does my Lord purſue after his Servant, for what have I vi. 18. 


done, or what Evil is in my Hands? But now, at laſt, 
Saul had almoſt fill d up the Meaſure of his Iniquity; the 
People grew weary of his Oppreſſions, and David 
could have no hopes of living eaſy with one, who 
had harden'd again after ſo many Humiliations: And 
therefore he neyer Scruples to receive thoſe that 
came to him, as there did a great Company Day by Day, 
till it was an Hoſt hke the Hoſt of God. 
Obj. 2. Another Objection is grounded on his La- 
mentation over Saul's Death; tis not likely he would 
have afed what he ſo greatly bewail'd. And he or- 
der'd the Amalekite to be {lain for ſtretching out his 
Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed. And how was 
nent with his own being in Arms? I An- 
ö Þ 
1. Tux Fall of the Army on Mount Gilboa, and 
the Triumph of the Philiiines over Szul's Body, was 
a Reproach laid upon Iſrael, and it was this he lamen- 
ted: Beſides, he had there loſt his Friend Jonathan, Sam. 
_ whoſe Love to him was greater than the Love of Women 3 , 1 
and the Faſt that he and his Army kept was upon a 
very publick Account; they mourn'd and wept until 
Even for Saul and for Jonathan his Son, and for the Peo- 
ple of the Lord, and for the Houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they 
were fallen by the Sword. 3 
2. 's certain he preſs'd with ſome Vehemence 
to go out againſt Saul to Battle, in the Rear of 4 


chiſh's 


1 Chron, 
X11, 22. | 


Ver. 12. 
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the LAWFULNESS of 


1 Sam. 


AXV111. 2. 


1 Chron. : 


XII. 19. 


2 Fam. i. 


IO, 


thens and Ruffians. 


chiſb's Army; he aſſur'd him, thou ſhalt ſee this Day 
what thy Servant can do: Nay, he took more Troops 
under his Command at that very Time : There fell 

ſome of Manaſſeh to David, when he went with the Phi- 
liſtines againſt Saul to Battle. 5 ra | 
3. As for his ordering the Amalekite to be ſlain, it 
does not in the leaſt affect this Cauſe ; he was one 
of that Race whom God had commanded Sau to de- 


ſtroy; and it's likely there was ſome Revenge in 


what the Man did; *tis certain he did it on Purpoſe 
to make his Court to David: I have talen off the Crown 
and the Bracelets, and have brought em to my Lord. He 
therefore conſiders him as an Enemy to Iſrael, and 
not as a Rebel againſt Saul; for, in that Senſe, the 
Argument did not belong to him: How waſt thou not 
afraid to ftretch out thine Hand againſt the Lord's Anoint- 
ed? God had not anointed Sau] for his Ruler; this 
Amalekite was not ſubje& to him, and therefore Da- 
vid in condemning him, does but puniſh one of an 
accurſed Nation, a known Adverſary to his People, 


a Thief and a Murderer: And he ſhew'd a true 


Greatneſs of Spirit, not to owe his Throne to Hea- 


III. Having gone thro' David's Opinion of his 
Cauſe, and taken off the Force of thoſe Objections 


that are rais'd againſt it, I go on to the Anſwer that 


was made him by thoſe brave Souls who came to joyn 
him. Then the Spirit came upon Amaſat, who was the 
Chief of the Captains, and he ſaid, Thine are we, David, 
and on thy ſide, thou Son of Jeſſe, Peace, Peace be unto thee, 
and Peace be to thine Helpers 3 for thy God helpeth thee. 
That the Cauſe was as clear to them, as it had been 
to him appears in every particular of this Sentence. 
1. The Man that A for em is Amaſai, the Chief 


of the Captains. There was no need to call it, as ſome 


_- 


have done a Deſign of tne like Nature, an advan- 


cing the Power of the Mob: Here's a Man of the firſt 
Rank, that takes upon him to deliver the publick 


Senſe of thoſe that were under his Command ; and 


do you think that he who liv'd in a Court could be 
ignorant of Loyalty? Doubtleſs, there was no Man 
in {ſ-ae/ that better underſtood, how much Obedience 


reſiſting T Y R A NT s. 


was owing to Saul, and what Conſcience had to do 
with an unrighteous Command. 
I CovLD not forbear this Note, it hits ſo exactly 
to a Circumſtance of our Revolution. Tho' we have 
a late Spawn of Writers, who repreſent that great 
Work as only the rolling of a Multirude 3 yet it's 
well known that Perſons of the firſt Quality invited 
the Prince of Orange over. The Paper call'd, The Ad- 
dreſs of the Engliſh Proteſtants, was fg 0 by Dr. Sav- 
croft, Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and the greatelt 4 
Part of that Order, which ſhow'd what Spirit they | F 
were of in the Time of their Danger; and it is of lit- „ 
tle Value with me, that they who made no Scruple 
to pray to a Prince, ſhould make any to ſwear to him. 
Our Nobility and Gentry all over the Nation de- 
clar'd the Right that was in em not to be undone, 
and flock'd in to their Deliverer, in the Manner that 
thoſe Forces did to David. Nay, that which gave 
the greateſt Figure to the Deſign was, that the pre- 
ſent Queen and her late Conſort, Prince George of Den- 
mark loy'd their Religion and Country, above any 
Ties of Blood; Her Majeſty began ay glorious at 
Nottingham, (as an Earneſt what For Name ſhould be 
in Germany and Flanders) by leading thoſe People as a 
General, which ſhe ſhould afterwards command as a 
Sovereign: She then appear'd in the beſt Character : 
of Levi, who ſaid to his Father and to his Mother, I have , _. 
not ſcen him, neither did he acknowledge his Brethren, nor —— 
knew his own Children. And tho' there are ſome who 
leaſe themſelves with a Phraſe of thanking God that 
hey had no Hand in it, yet we are met this Day to 
thank our God that Others had. Our Hearts are to- Judg. v. 9. 
wards the Governors of Iſrael who willingly offer d them- 
ſelves among the People, praiſe ye the Lord. And it's 
Pity that they who hate the Principles of this Cauſe, 
ſhould roll in the Profits. But there is ſomething 
greater may be ſaid of Amaſai than that he was the 
Chief 1 Captains; for, | | * 
2. TRR Spirit came upon him. I own, That a remark- 
able ſhare of Wiſdom and Courage ſhall go by this 
Name in Scripture ; and this is what we are to un- 
derſtand by God's giving Saul another Heart : But 
there ſeems to be more defign'd by it here, be. 
oo caule 
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| cauſe he ſpeaks of God's helping David, and that Prace 


— 


to take it for an uncommon Impulſe, that ſhould 
both tell him what would be, and warm him to 
purſue it. Twas a 0 pirit of N iſdom and Underftand- 


* 


Lord, who is excellent in Counſel, and won der ful in Mork. 
ing. Now, can we think his Spirit would ſtamp a 
Rebellion, or ſet his Seal to that which is a damn- 


fo too, and thus add Nonſence to his Blaſphemy ; 
but they that know with what a Reverence theſe 
Ae are ſpoke of in Scripture, will never doubt 
the Lawfulneſs of a Cauſe that is thus recom- 
Eccl. vii. mended ; they will conſider the Work of God, that 
13. none can make that crooked that he has madle 4 
3. HE aſſures him of their Union to him in ſuch 
Words as are laid down with the greateſt Evi- 

dence and Beauty : Thine are we, David, and on thy 

ſide, thou Son of Jeſſe; which he would never have 

aid, if he thought there was any Wrong in his Hands. 

Theſe People do not only approve of his Defigns, 

but venture themſelves upon that Bottom; tho? 

you know the Hazard was no leſs than of their Lives. 


in return, mingle thus with him; they profeſs 

5 themſelves to be his, with his Perſon, and in his 
_ f . . 4 4 \ E ' 

SQauſe; his and theirs was to be a common Dan- 

ger. Nay, 1 | Rats 


4. Hz pronounces a Bleſſing upon the Defign, 
and thoſe that wer en ag'd in it: Peace, Peace be 
unto thee, as the chief Leader in this noble Cauſe, 
and Peace be unto thine Helpers. This may be con- 


"Succeſs, which they durſt not have done under 

2 John 10 any Scruple of its being lawful. Bidding a Man 
God-ſpeed, that is, procuring to himſelf Damna- 

tion, is being Patel of his Evil Deeds. But be- 

ſides, this may be taken ſor a Prophecy; they 
carried an Aſſurance. in 'em, that the Deſign would 

do, and make its Way thro' the Fences of Ty- 
1 OIO % ranny 


ing, of Counſel and Might, and this comes from the 


ing Sin? Indeed, a Man that can call the Operati- 
ons of the Spirit Mechanical, may call Duty and 8in 


| ſider'd as a Wi; they deſir'd he might have 


would be to the Meri who did fo too. So that we are | 
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e ſpeaks of his Heart being knit to them; and they, 
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fanny; and the Reaſon they give for it, comes 
in the laſt Place, | 75 "4 
J. For thy God helpeth thee: And how Profane 
would it be to lay ſuch an Aſſertion as this up- 
on an Unrighteous Act? Would they dare to ſay 
that God has Fellowſhip with Iniquity? That he is 
Confederate with Rebels againſt his own Anointed ? 
No, but they knew, and ſo may every one elſe 
that reads the Bible with any Care, that all Govern- 
ment is for the Good of thoſe that are under it; 
and not merely for the Glitter and Vanity of 
them that are in it: And therefore; when the 
Greatneſs of fingle Perſons is founded on the 
Ruin of Communities, the Primitive Inſtitution is 
defeated ; it is no longer of God, and ceaſes to 
have any buſineſs with Conſcience. David and 4- 
maſai; and all this Revolution- Army, knew well 
enough that a great deal of Duty was owing to 
Saul, as the Lord's Anointed ; that whilſt he rul'd 
according to Law, the Perſon that diſobey'd him, 
incurr'd a Penalty; but they could Jiftinguiſh, as 
we in the Goſpel may better do, between {wing 1 Pet. iy, 
to the Luſts of Men, and to the Mill of Goll. 1, 2. 
TakRE were ſeveral of God's own Inſtitutions 
that David broke in upon without being guilty; as, 
his eating the Shew-bread; of which our Saviour lays 
it was not lawful for him to eat it, nor thoſe that were 
vit h him, but only for the Priefts : And yet he could tell 
Abimelech, that the Bread was in a manner common, tho I Sam. x. 
it had been ſanfified that Day in the Veſſels, which Chtiſt 5- 
puts "IN nothing elſe, but his being hungry. So a- 
gain, he took away the Weapon that had been laid 
up before the Lord, behind the Ephod, the Sword of ver. 9. 
Goliah the Philiſtine, which ſome would have the 
Ignorance to call Sacrilege. But the Reaſon was, 
he wanted theſe Things; and mere Ceremonial 
Laws, tho' they were of God's own making, give way 
to Neceſſity. Thus, they knew that Kings were 
calbd gods; as well as we; and yet they could 
complain, How long will ye judge unjuſtly, amd acteßt Pal xxx. 
the Perſons of the Wicked ? Nay, perhaps they don't 1, 2. 
think em above the great Execution of Juſtice. I 5 
Fave ſaid (that is, the Hm, ſaid) ye are gods, bit ver. S, J. 
EO Br oy 
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The LAWFULNESS of 


ye ſhall ale like Men, and fall like one of the Princes, 
The Title of god, as app ied to a Creature, is far 
from making it irreſiſtible ; becauſe the Devil is cal- 


2 Cor. iv.. led the 75 of this World, and we are to reſiſt him, 
1 Pet. v.9. being ſte 1755 in our Faitb. | 527 


Pal. xiil. 


(2.) TnkRx is another uſe of theſe Words, and 
that is, not only to Prove the Cauſe of Liberty, 
but Explain the Way, how it becomes Glorious; and 
this may be for the Encouragement of thoſe who are 
Lait ing for the Conſolation of Iſrael. I would from the 
Text obſerve to you, | | 

I. TyaT the Intereſt of Liberty may run very 
low for a long Time, and have all its Courſe under 
Ground. The Perſons that reſolve to offer it up in 
Sacrifice, may have mere than Heart can wiſh z ſet their 
Mouths againſt the Heavens, and let their Tongues go 
thro the Earth: And ſuch as favour that Righteous 
Cauſe, of whom the World is not worthy, be treated as 
the off-ſcouring 75 all Things. Thus it was with 
David; Saul fix d him in his Envy, which 55 on all 
the Forms of Injuſtice; removing him from his Com- 
mand in the Army, where his Name was much ſet by, 
attempting to ſtab him, perſwading his Wife to 
murder him, chaſing him at the Head of great 


Numbers; and this, after he had deſerved ſo well 


r Sam. xix. Of the Crown, when he put his Life in his Hand, and 


Prov.xx1X. 


ew the Hhiliſtine. of 

"Tis a true Obſervation, that if a Ruler hearken to 
Lies, all his Servants are wicked. Such a King would 
| ſoon find Men to his Purpoſe. The Ziphites betray 
the poor Exile, that hid hemſelf in their Woods. Nabal 
denies him Bread, tho? he had for ſome Time guard- 
ed his Flocks : But the moſt unorateful Part of all 
was, what the Men of Keilah ated when he had 
ſaved them from the Philiftives, who came to rob their 
Threſbing-Hoors; yet God tells him thoſe ſordid 
Creatures would give him up to San,. ; 

___'PTrnxRx'sa great deal of Reaſon why there ſhould be 
a ſeeming Death upon the Cauſe of God ; 'tis to engage 
the more Prayer and Holineſs ; to make People under- 
_ ſtand the common Intereſt better than they would do, 
and to ſet off the Deliverance, when it comes, that, as it 
is the Doing of the Lord, it may be marvelous in our Eyes; 
| *t1s 


| 
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is alſo to diſtinguiſh between thoſe whoſe Zeal for 


the Publick is only to be private Gainers by it, and 


ſuch as prefer Jeruſalem above their chiefeſt Joy; and P 
it may be to give Sinners room for filling up the Mea- P ſal. vis 
ſure of their Iniquities, that the Wickedneſs of the wicked 


may come to an End, and Providence efiablijh the Juſt : 
For theſe and ſeveral other Reaſons, may the Cauſe 


of God and the Liberties of his People be a long while 


embarraſs'd: But, | 


© 200 may further obſerve that the Counſel of the | 
Lord ſhall ſtand, 


and the Purpoſe of his Heart be eſtabliſb d. 
David had ſome private Encouragements which he 
livd upon, when it was dangerous for any to own 


him. Abigail tells him, that God would build bim a 1 Sam. 
ſure Houſe, becauſe he fought the Battles of the Lord. Ii. 16, 
Nay, Jonathan went into the Wood, and ſtrengthens his 17. 
Hands in God; Then, ſays he, ſhalt be King over Iſrael, 


and that Saul my Fatber knows: Which was true e- 
nough ; for he himſelf confeſſeth it: Tis extorted 


from him, when he ſays, Thou art righteous my Son cb. xxiv. 20. 


David, for I have played the Fool and erred exceedingly, 
and now I know that thou ſhalt be King, and the Kingdom 


| of Iſrael eftabliſh'd in thine Hand, Saul”s Deſign was to 
et aſide the Succeſſion, that God appointed; he had 


forfeited for himſelf and all his Poſterity, The King- 


dom was rent from him, and given to a Neighbour who 
was better than he. And yet he has the Vanity to tell 


his Son of an Hereditary Right, tho' at the ſame 


Time he calls him the Son of a perverſe rebellious Wo- | 
man. Haſt not thou, ſays he, choſen the Son of Jeſſe to 1 Sam. xx. 
thine own Confuſion, for ſo long as he lives upon the Ground, 30. 


thou ſhalt not be eſtabliſh'd in thy Kingdom.. 
IN DEE D we may think, there was ſo little Appea 


rance of having things turn well, that it is a Won- 


der David would ever attempt it. His Army at firſt 


were as mean for Quality as for Number. Every one cþ, XXII. 2. 


that was in Diſtreſs, and 1 one that was in Debt, and 
every one that was diſcontented gather'd themſelves unto him, 
and he became a Captain over them, and there were with 


him about four hundred Men: And yet with this un- 

likely Handful, does he put himſelf into the Way of 

the Promiſe ; for then he does not deſpair, but went 

to the King of Moab with * Petition, Let, I pray thee, ver. 3. 
2 my 
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my Father and my Mother be with you, till I know what 

God will do for me, Thus he was kept in Heart, till the 

ſet time for God to favour him came; and thoſe Perſons 

are in the Way of their Duty, who don't give up a 

_ Cauſe for all the bad Symptoms that are upon it. 

Pal. xciv. T 75 hnow that ee oil return unto Right couſneſs, 
15. and all t he upright in Heart vill follow after 8 

3. Trar which looks ſo mean 1s to be glorious, 

Indeed, David had the Promiſe of a Kingdom; We 

have nothing ſo very particular in our Caſe: But, 

remember the Covenant that is made with him, who. 

Rev. xxii. is calld the Root and Off-ſpring of David; Tis, that 

17. he ſhall be Head over all Things unto his Church ; that 

Pil 281 his Enemies are to bow before him, and lick the Duſt; t hat 

29, 30. one bf 'em ſhall be able ro keep alive his own Soul, but a 

Ceed ſhall ſerve him, and ſuc h as are accounted to the Lord 


Rev. xi. for a Generation. In order to this, when He tahes to 


18. himſelf his great Power and reigns, He will deſtroy them 
that deſtroy the Earth, Theſe are Things we are ſure 


Pn. cx. 4. of; the Lord has ſworn to him, and will not repent it, 


thou art a Prieft for ever. | 
Tux great Enemy of his Intereſt is not an Heathen 
Power, but ſomething that goes by his Name, and is 
Rev, xvii. called Chriſtian. Babylon the Mother of N. 3 
3. and Abominations in the midſt of the Earth. And this 
is to come tumbling down from the laſt Degrees of 
cb. xvſi. 7, Pride and Stupidity. How much ſhe has glorified her 
8. felf and livd deliciouſly, fo much Torment and Sorrow 
| give her, for ſhe has ſaid in her Heart, I fit a Queen and 
am no W dow, and ſhall ſee no Sorrow; therefore ſhall her 
Plagues come in one Day, Death and Mourning and Fu- 
mine; ſo? ſhall utter'y be burnt with Fire, for ſtrong is the 
Lord God who juageth her, Tis not for us to know 
when the End of theſe Things will be; but happy is 
the Perſqn that comes out of her, who is not Partaker of 
her Sins, and does not help her to be great, but ra- 
Pan. xii. ther teſtifies againſt her; lach an one fhall reft in his 
13. Lot at the End of the Day, . ) Her ER 
; 4. Lo mayobſerve, in the laſt Place, that when 
the Spirit of the Lord comes upon a People, it will - 
give a glorious Revival to the Cauſe that ia to be 


ſt. By this I mean not only a religious Temper, 


— 


| once had to differ. 


any Thing that inſpires more Courage into the Hearts 


— 


r 
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will form i and a Courage that will dare to 
follow 'em. This will at any Time be able to retrieve 
what ſeems impoſſible in a common Way. For, 

1. Ir eſtabliſhes a Union among the People who 
engage for this Cauſe. Till Men have their Hearts 
extended beyond a private Intereſt, they will not be 


View, which the Army that join'd him were con- 
ſcious to. It was this that knir his Heart to them, 
and embodied them with him. Thine are we David, 
and on thy fide thou Son of Jeſſe. But how different is 
the Language of the ten Tribes to his Grandſon ? 
When his Notions of Empire are only to make him- 


ſelf great, and his People little; he loſes their Hearts, 


honour'd with repawing our Breaches and reſtoring Paths Ifa. lviii, 
to dwell in. David had the Happineſs of Iſrael in his 12. 


as they had loft his: What Portion have we in David, 1 Kings 
and what Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe, every Man to l. 16. 


his Tents, O Iſrael, now David fee to thin? own Heuſe, 
Tux good of an uniting Spirit is what they found 


at their Revolution. Its ſaid of Zebulun that they were 1 Chron, 


with a perfet} Heart to Hebron to make David King over 
all Ifrael; and all the reſt of Iſrael were of one Heart to. 
make David King, It has always been the Artifice of 


Enemies to work up private Views and Paſitons as 
high as they could, and daſh one good Man againſt 
another. Thus they endeavour to weaken an In- 
tereſt, which when it is eſtabliſh'd will cruſh *em to 
Powder. But when the Spirit comes upon a People, 
they will ſee both the Folly of their own Animoſities, 


and the Villany of thoſe that prompted *em. Judah 
will no longer vex Ephraim, nor Ephraim envy Judah, 
but they ſhall have the ſame Zeal to unite, that they 


, 


2. ANOTHER Glory of this Cauſe is, that it is 


carried on with a mighty Senſe of God upon the 
Hearts of Men; of Him as a Sovereign, and of him as 


a Friend, Tis to this that Amaſui refers all his good 


Wiſhes to David's Friends, and all his Hopes in the 


Deſizn it ſelf; Peace, Peace be unto thee, and Peace be 
zo thy Helpers, for thy God helpeth thee. . Nor is there 


of 


not of a double Heart; and of the whole Army, that *! 33. 
_ theſe were Men of War, and could keep Rank, and came ver. 38. 


| The LA WFULNESS of 


1 of People, than this Belief that they are fighting the 
ax Lord's Battles; and therefore He, for ki 48 Sake 
a | they came into Dangers, is able to lead em thro. 
1 All the other Principles of War are of a lower Sort; 
the Juſtice of a Caule, the Gains of a Conqueſt may 

have a great Influence upon thoſe that look no 

further than themſelves; — to think of an Omni- 

Dotence that is Confederate with you, leads up the 

editation to ſomething above. 'There's no Perſon 

ſo equal to the Hazards of a Battle, as one that has 

good hope t hro Grace that all is ſecure for his Soul on 

the other ſide; that to fall is to die but once, and then 

to live for ever. And beſides, ſuch People are acted 
Heb. xi. by a Faith that out of Weakneſs can make ſtrong, and 
34- | has turn'd to flight the Armies o the Aliens: And no 
wonder when they correſpo d with the God of the 
 ; Spirits of all Fleſh, with him who has the Stores of 
Nature as well as Grace; It makes em go into the 

Field with a Divinity in their Reſolutions; they 
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1 Ha, xxxiv. bath t heir Sword in Heaven, as God himſelf ſays he 
= . would do; it takes a' celeſtial Edge: They are 
=" Jud. v. helping the Lord againſt the mighty '; One who has 
| | 3. claim'd ſuch a Concern in the War, as to call him- 


ſelf th- God of the Armies of Iſrael, | B 
| AxD it is this that we now want; we have too 

long truſted in an Arm of Fleſh, and had our Reli- 
| ance upon nothing greater than the Courage and 
| Wiſdom of Men. God has ſhown us the Vanity of 
| all this, by denying his Bleſſing to the beſt Councils, 
and nobleſt Attempts ; and by ſuffering little dirty 
: Factions to confound the moſt honourable Schemes 
| that ever were laid: He has let us ſee that all our 
5 Deſigns can only ſucceed by his Providence; and 
1 when it pleaſes him, who has the Reſidue of the Spirit, to 
Et give it ſuch a Diffuſion amongſt us, that People ſhall 
5 flow to their Duty, be tender of his Honour, not 
| dare to profane his Name, or negle& his Worſhip ;, 
| when he ſhows 'em the Way to their Senſes, and 
| the Value of their Souls, it will ſoon give ſuch a 
| Pflfal. cyu. Turn, that the Righteous ſhall ſee it, and rejoice, and Ini- 
( 


f a Ne eds I 


43. quity for ever flop her Mouth. The Jews complain d, 
| that their Preparations, nay, their very Succeſſes 
| . xxVl. came to nothing, We have been with Child; we have 
| 18. N zh NN been 
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ſecute ny Soul and take it; let him tread down my Life up- 


Viſions of Peace for Jeruſalem, and ther: was no Place; 
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been in Pain, we have as it were brought forth Wind, we 
have not wrought any Deliverance in the Earth, ne ther 
have the Inhabitants of the World fallen. But this Cauſe 
was to be fetch d out of its Grave, and therefore he 
ſpeaks of it in the Terms of a Reſurrection, ver. 13. 
Thy dead Men ſhall live, together with my dead 
Body ſhall they ariſe; awake and ſing, ye that dwell 
in the Duſt; thy Dew is as the Dew of Herbs, and 
the Earth ſhall caſt out her Dead. 

Ip you ask what we can pretend to, as a Pa- 
rallel to this that Amaſai ſaid, Thy God helps thee ? 
Upon what Cauſe and People can we lay ſo great a 


Promiſe? I muſt only anſwer in the general, and 


leave you to fit the Deſcriptions. | 
Tux Intereſt that he maintains, always takes in- 
to it a Political Equity; He ſits in the Ihrone judg- Pſal. ix. 9. 
ing Right. He will avenge any want of Integrity | 
in any 3 Leagues and Covenants. David was 
ſo ſenſible of this, that had he been guilty, it would 
have made him deſpair of Mercy. If I have rewarded pfl. vii. 
Evil to him that was at Peace with me, let the Enemy per- 4. 5. | 


on the Earth, and lay mine Honour in the Duſt, A Na- 
tional Truth is ſo great a Duty in the Sight of God, 


that you ſee how he deals with the King of Judah for 
his Violation of it, tho? it was to one that had con- | 
quer'd him. He ſent his Ambaſſadors to Egypt, that he Ezek. xvii. 


might give him Horſes and much People; ſhall he proſper, 15. 
ſhall he eſcape that does ſuch Things? Or ſhall he break the 
Covenant, and be deliver d? Seeing he has deſpisd the 
Oath, by breaking the Covenant, when lo he had given hy 


Hand, and has done all theſe Things, he [hall not It cape. 


It fell heavy upon gehoſaphat, that he had helped the 2 Chron. 
Ungadly, and join'd with them that hated the Lord. Kix. 2. 
AAN, The Cauſe of God mult be that of Reli- 


gion; by which I mean, not what Man would make 


it, but what CnRISsr has left it, The Faith that was Jude iti. 
once deliver'd to the Saints: And therefore, any Agree- 


ments that give Power to the Peaſt and the falſe prof het, 
and make it harder with diſtreſſẽd Proteſtants, can- 


not be His. He blames thoſe in Iſrae who daub Frek, xiii, 


with untemper'd Merter ; to wit, the Prophets, that ſaw 15, 16. 


with 
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| three Years: This was for Saal and bis bloody Houſe; 


with their Lies they had made the Heart of the Righteous 
fad, whom he would not have made ſad, and ſtrengthned 
the Hands of the Wicked, that he ſhould not return from 
his wicked Way, by promi ſing him Life. But when 
, there are any who ſeek the Peace of Jeruſalem, for their 
| Brethren and Companions Sakes, and for the Houſe of the 
Lord our God; when their Prayers, their Wiſhes, 
their Zeal include the Rights of Nations, and the 
Quiet of Conſcience, the Liberty we have as Men, 
and the Religion we ſhould have as Chriſtians 3 Peace 
be to ſuch Helpers, for our God will help em. 
3. You obſerve theſe Men were immediately ad- 
vanc'd ; Then, David, receiv'd *em, and made *em Captains 
of the hand. He wanted no other Recommendation 
of 'em, than what appear'd in this noble Anſwer, that 
they were firm to the God of their Fathers, and to the 
Cauſe he now eſpous'd : And that Nation, one wou'd 
think, was in Love with Shackles; that will deny it 
ſelf the Help of thoſe that are every ks 4 capable, 
or throw any Teſt or Bar upon the Publick Safety. 
4. Wren the Cauſe is ſo fill'd with Zeal, and ſpi- 


trited from Above, it will make its Way thro all zhe 


Wrath of Man. I don't queſtion but Doeg thei Ed 
mite was in full Favour after ſo much Falſhood. and 
Blood. Tho? every one believed him a Sinner, 
yet few would have the Courage to tell him ſo. But 
what would become of him, in the grand Revolt of 
the Tribes? Hiſtory indeed is ſilent upon this Head, 
but Prophecy is not; and we may ſuppoſe what David 
foreſa w came all true: He writ the 52d Pſalm, when 
Doeg came to Saul, and there he ſcores out his Fate; 


pluck thee out of thy Dwelling- place, and root thee out of 
the Land of the Living; the Righteous ſhall ſee and fear, 
and ſhall laugh at him; Lo, this is the Man that made 
not God his Strength, but trufied In the Abundante of his 
Riches, and ſtrengthewd himſelf in his Wickedneſs: © Ama- 
ſai and the reſt of theſe mighty Men promis'd them- 
ſelves a Peace by helping David againſt the Perſons 
who had entangled the Publick Affairs. And a 
neglect of thoſe Executions that were owing to an 
injur'd People, entail'd a Famine upon the Kingdom 


1 Pal. Iii. 5, God hall deſtroy thee for ever ; he ſhalltake thee away, and 


ceauſe 
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becauſe he had ſlain the Gibeonites; nor was the Anger 
of the Lord to be turned away, till ſeven of his Sons ver. 6. 
were hang d ß in Gibeab. h 3 Ct 
Taz Schemes of Wickedneſs are unravel'd at 
once, when this Spirit comes upon a People; and 
ſuch an Overthrow of Tyranny do we commemorate 
this Day. Some of you can remember the popular 
Fears that run thro' the Nation in a late Reign; and 
there was Ground enough for em, when a lewd 


\ 
\ 


Prieſt fat in the Council; when Judges told you fro 
the Bench, that your Laws were their Kings, vs} 
Preachers fram the Pulpit, that our Lives were his 3 

and Ir;f6 Dragoons were ready to make Application 

of that Doctrine. But Gor, in Mercy to Great-Bri- 

tain, ſuffer'd the King to periſh by his own Devices, 

who had got nothing but the Fumes of 7 opery in 

his Head, and the Spirit of it in his Heart: In a 

little time he brought himſelf to the Caſe of that 7 
Prince of whom we read: The Women of the Houſe fer. 
ſhall ſay, thy Friends have ſet thee on, and prevail d a- XXXViUI, 22s 
gainſi thee; thy Feet are ſunk in the Mire, and 5 i 
turned away back, It pleas d a wiſe and gracious Pro- 
vidence to raiſe us up a Deliverer, and a great cue, 
whom the People met with Hoſannahs, bleſfng him 
that came to ſave em in the Name of the Lord, To this 
happy Turn we owe the. preſent Government, 
and the Succeſſion of a Family to thoſe Crowns, 
which gives us Hopes for the Ages that come after 
us. Let a Cauſe ſo good keep us zealous and ſteady 
to it in all its Branches. Peace, Peace be to the De- 
ſign, and Peace to be its Helpers, for gur God will help em. 
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